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STAFF NEWS 
 
In February Heather  resumed her studies in Veterinary Science at the University 
of Queensland and will continue working with us on weekends and during 
University holidays. Anita Savvas (a CanAussie) commenced  with us in late 
February. Anita's profile can be found in the staff section of the website. 
 
Anne is making another attempt to visit friends in Holland and the UK this winter, 
after her attempt last year was aborted three hours short of Heathrow, due to 
Icelandic volcanic activity. 
 
David has been forced to work longer hours due to the continued demise of Test 
cricket and the form of our national team over the last 18 months. The 
resurgence of the Queensland REDS rugby team has helped soften the blow. 
  
STRANGE CLIMATE 
                                                                                                                          
Maybe age is catching up and the imagination creeping; however the spring/ 
summer weather pattern in the district was abnormal last year. From memory we 
had approx 300mm rain per month from October to January, the temperature in 
the week leading up to Christmas dropped to 14 degrees (it was 17 at 5pm on 
Christmas eve). Beaches were deserted and black umbrellas were the norm on 
the streets. Summer finally arrived in March and Ballina recorded a maximum of 
34 on the autumnal equinox. The annual tick "season" started later and was 
prolonged due to the climatic vagaries, with peak tick activity associated with the 
warmer spring/ summer spells. The local annual flea "plague" is now at its peak, 
some two months later than normal. 
 
CPD (BACK TO SCHOOL) 
 
David Jayne and Anita attended the AVA veterinary dental conference and 
workshop held at the Ballina RSL18th-20th March. Veterinarians from as far 
away as Perth and Melbourne attended. The latest in small animal dental 
techniques and research were thoroughly covered during the conference. An 
overview of common small animal dental problems can be found in the topics of 
interest section of the website. 



 


